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IN CONVERSATION WITH ... THE WINNERS OF THE 2022 BLS AWARDS 

JAYNE WILLETTS- LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
 
How have you celebrated 
your win? With a few glasses 
of Camel Valley Rose sparkling 
wine all the way from Cornwall 
so no wine miles. It was the 
tipple of choice at the 2021 G7 
Summit in Cornwall 

Is there anyone that you would 
like to thank who has been 
instrumental in your success? 
Three people from my early 
days. John Penn Partner with 
Rotherham & Co who gave me 
a start in the profession as an 
articled clerk in 1980 when there 
was a global recession and 
opportunities were scare. John 
Aucott former Senior Partner at 
Edge & Ellison who recruited me 
in 1988; was an excellent mentor 
and encouraged me in all my 
adventures in the profession. 
And my late mother Joan who 
was a force of nature and 
always taught me to reach for 
the sky

If you had to make an elevator/
twitter pitch about your day to 
day role what would it be? I am 
in the fortunate position of not 
having any staff to supervise or 
partners to report to so I am very 
much master of my own destiny 
and operate in a similar way to a 
barrister. 

My clients range from large 
international and national 
law firms to high street firms to 
individual solicitors. On a daily 
basis I could be drafting a 

submission to the SRA or advising 
in conference or appearing as 
an advocate in the Solicitors 
Disciplinary Tribunal. Every day 
is different depending on the 
needs of my clients but every 
day I am guaranteed to learn 
something new.

What has the pandemic taught 
you? That nothing beats 
meeting clients and professional 
colleagues face to face. 
Anything else is second best.

If you could create one new 
law, what would it be? Confine 
the influence of the media to 
reporting the hard facts and 
exclude the media’s never 
ending personal and political 
commentary on every situation. 
Members of the public need 
to be left to form their own 
conclusions, not be led by the 
nose.

What one thing do you think 
lawyers need to do to be better? 
Be proud of yourself and your 
profession and dress more 
smartly. Lawyers need to act 
and look like professionals. 

WE GOT IN TOUCH WITH WINNERS FROM THIS YEAR’S BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY AWARDS AND ASKED THEM A 
FEW QUESTIONS ABOUT WINNING THEIR AWARD, THEIR WORK, THEIR GOALS AND THEIR EXPERIENCES.  


